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About half  of  the six million European Jews 

killed in the Holocaust were Polish. In 1939 a 

third of  the capital city Warsaw, and 10% of  the 

entire country was Jewish. By 1945 97% of  

Poland's Jews were dead.

These eleven examples of  Polish resistance do not 
proport to give an overview of  what happened in 

Poland during The Holocaust. They have been 

chosen to reflect the unimaginably difficult 

choices made by both Jews and non-Jews under 

German occupation ðwhere every Jew was 

marked for death and all non-Jews who assisted 

their Jewish neighbours were subject to the same 

fate. 

These individuals were not typical; they were 

exceptional, reflecting the relatively small 

proportion of  the population who refused to be 

bystanders. But neither were they super-human. 

They would recoil from being labelled as heroes. 

They symbolise the power of  the human spirit ð

their actions show that in even the darkest of  

times, good can shine throughé
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FATHER MARCELI GODLEWSKI 1865 - 1945

WhentheGermanArmyinvadedPolandin September1939FatherMarceliGodlewskihad

beenthe parishpriestof the All Saints'Churchin Warsawfor almost25 yearsandwas

planningto spendhisretirementin Anin, asmalltownjusteastof thePolishcapital.

All Saintsõ Church dominated 
GrzybowskaSquare in Warsaw 

since its completion in 1883

Between the end of World War One, when Poland

regaineditõsindependence,andtheeveof WorldWarTwo,

Warsawõspopulationgrewby 30%. The city struggledto

copewith this increasein humanityandmanyfamilieslived

in unsanitary,over-crowdedconditions,relyingupon the

charityof the CatholicChurchto alleviatethe effectsof

thesuchpoverty. FatherGodlewskiconsideredit to behis

dutyto do everythinghecouldto helphisparishioners,

but althoughabouta third of thecity wasJewishherefusedto extenda helpinghandto

them. Both in sermonsfrom the pulpit andin his manynewspaperarticleshe urgedhis

fellowCatholicsto avoidanydealingwith Jews.òôEachto hisownõis awonderfulsloganó

he oncesaid. In fact his anti-Jewishviewswerewidelyknown,whichmakesthe actsof

rescueandresistanceheembarkeduponduringtheGermanoccupationof Polandall the

moreremarkable. Thisone-timehaterof Jewswasto riskhislife to savehundredsé



THE CHURCH IN THE GHETTO

In the weeksprior to The Warsaw

Ghetto being sealed,in November

1940, there was a massiveforced

movementof peopleðJewswho

lived outsidethe boundarieshad to

moveinsideandnon-Jewswho lived

whereTheGhettowasto be,hadto

leave. There were also about 2000

òbaptisedJewsó,whohadconverted

All Saintsõ Church 
was situated within 
The Warsaw Ghetto

to Christianity. Althoughtheyno longerconsideredthemselvesto be

Jewish,theGermansdid andsotheywereforcedto live within The

Ghettowallsaswell. All SaintsChurchwasnowlocatedwithin The

GhettoandFatherGodlewskichoseto remaininsideaswell,sothat

thissmallgroupof peoplecouldcontinueto worship.

Part of  The Ghetto wall being built

But  Father Godlewskiwas providing much more than just the chance for people to prayé 


