About half of the six million European Jews
killed in the Holocaust were Polish. In 1939 a
third of the capital city Warsaw, and 10% of the
entire country was Jewish. By 1945 97% of
Poland's Jews were dead.

STORIES OF POLISH RESISTANCE

These eleven examples of Polish resistanc® not
\ proport to give an overview of what happened in

Irena Maximilian Emanuel Mordechai Witold Poland during The Holocaust. They have been

Sendler Kolbe Ringelblum Anielewicz Pilecki A chosen to reflect the unimaginably difficult
choices made by both Jews and nedews under

German occupationd where every Jew was
marked for death and all nonJews who assisted
their Jewish neighbours were subject to the same

fate.

These individuals were nottypical; they were
) . exceptional, reflecting the relatively small
Janusz Jan Zofia Father Jan &  Jozef & proportion of the population who refused to be
Korczak  Karski ~ Kossak  Marceli ~ Antonina Wiktoria bystanders. But neither were they supdruman.
Szczucka Godlewski  Zabinski Ulma They would recoil from being labelled as heroes.
e ~-' They symbolise the power of the human spirid
their actions show that in even the darkest of
ti mes, good can shi
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STORIES OF POLISH RESISTANCE

Irena Sendler
Maximilian Kolbe
Emanuel Ringelblum
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Witold Pilecki
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FATHER MARCELI GODLEWSKI 1865 - 1945

Whenthe GermanArmy invadedPolandn Septembet939FatheMarceliGodlewskhad
beenthe parishpriestof the All SaintsChurchin Warsawfor almost25 yearsandwas
planningo spendhisretirementn Anin, asmalitownjusteastof the Polishcapital

Betweenthe end of World War One, when Poland
regained tindependencendthe eveof World WarTwo,
Wa r s populaiongrewby 30%. The city struggledo

copewith thisincreas@ humanityandmanyfamiliedived
in unsanitarypvercrowdedconditions,relyingupon the
charityof the CatholicChurchto alleviatethe effectsof

the suchpoverty FatherGodlewskiconsideredt to be his
dutyto do everythindhecouldto helphisparishioners,

but althoughaboutathird of the city wasJewishe refusedo extenda helpinghandto
m aBoth In sermondrom the-pulpit andin his manynewspapearticleshe urgedhis
minated . I - -~
GrzybowskaSquare in Warsaw owCatholicgo avoidanydealingvith Jewso 6 E at@whiso w mis@awonderfuls | o g a n
e R he oncesaid In fact his antiJewishviewswerewidelyknown, which makeshe actsof
rescueandresistanche embarkediponduringthe Germanoccupatiorof Polandall the
moreremarkablel hisonetimehaterof Jewswvasto risk hislife to savehundreds
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THE CHURCH IN THE GHETTO

D e T B g @ % |n the weeksprior to The Warsaw

Fkowska prika

i A i s ., Ghetto being sealedjn November
= Thj 1940 there was a massiveforced

vazki o m; movementof peopled Jewswho
\ z™ lived outsidethe boundariehad to

\Mar == moveinsideandnon-Jewswho lived

 whereThe Ghettowasto be,hadto

Viiﬁ,"‘?f" @ h@tt@ m leave There were also about 2000
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All Saintsé ) « to ChristianityAlthoughtheyno longerconsiderethemselvet be
_ was situated within VTV T s z 5 . - :
F § The Warsaw Ghetto g | e ~ Jewishthe Germanglid anqlsotheywereforcedto I|vew!th!n The 4
I | 5w 2 m Ghettowallsaswell All Saint<Churchwasnow locatedwithin The
e} 4 e =
2 GhettoandFatherGodlewskchoseto remaininsideaswell,sothat

thissmallgroupof peoplecouldcontinugo worship

0 bapd e wwehdhadconverted parof The Gretto wail being built
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But FatherGodlewskiwas pr ovi ding much more than just




